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antibodies in unselected
patients with acute

ischaemic stroke. The
presence of

antiphospholipid antibodies
(aPL) in patients with stroke
is associated with a relative

risk (RR) of 2.4 for
ischaemic stroke and 3.5
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for intracerebral
haemorrhage. The

occurrence of aPL in
general population studies,

however, is less well
investigated. We, therefore,

determined aPL in a
population-based sample of

478 unselected patients
with incident, acute
ischaemic stroke. In

addition, we investigated
the frequency of recurrent

ischaemic stroke or
intracerebral haemorrhage
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in subjects with and without
aPL. The main finding was a

high incidence of aPL in
patients with ischaemic

stroke (12.5%), although an
aPL-epidemiological pattern

could not be confirmed.
Among patients with

ischaemic stroke, aPL-
positive patients were

younger, more frequently
had hyperlipidaemia and

had a higher incidence of a
previous ischaemic stroke.
The RR of a second stroke
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or intracerebral
haemorrhage in patients

with aPL was 2.7 (1.5-5.2).
The relative risk of

intracerebral haemorrhage
was 2.3 in the presence of
thrombophilia (n = 8), and

2.5 in patients with
hyperlipidaemia (n = 142).

We could find no
association between the
occurrence of aPL and
recurrent stroke. The
frequency of aPL in

unselected patients with
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acute ischaemic stroke was
unexpectedly high and was
associated with a 2.7-fold

increased risk of
intracerebral haemorrhage.

during the Chinese Civil
War and establish the

Fǎgǔxué, but the war was a
formative period for

Confucianism, with all
factions adopting Confucian

values. The Fǎg�
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